Salute to Rssmn heritage

Day of fun,
education
kicks off fest

BY SNEIANA FARBERDV

SPECAL 10 THE HEWS
]"R{}'!T_'l'_—l_ﬂ FROM wet weath-
er by white lents, membeors of
New York's Russian commumnity
flocked 1o Bronkbm's Asser Lavy
Park last week for a day of fun
and education st the kickoff of
the fourth anmusl Russian
Heritage Week,

Daozens of groups represented
at the sprawling fair included
hospitals and medical centers, ag
well as prominent cultural insti-
tutions, oolleges, local pre
zgencies nnd private businesse
including Uno Money Trans
spinoff company of the Omnrex
Grougp

“This event is a great example
of Russinns coming together and
& Erest opportuniiy for ws to nei-
work and build cur Russian ¢
ent base™ suid Mike Si-
manoviky, account execative at
Omnex.

Heeping in mind the acuie and
ubiquitous problem of afford-
sble health care, the OTEANIZeTS
of the fair brought leading insuz.
ance companies — ncluding
Health Plus and New York
Presbyterian Community Health
Flans — directly to their poten-
fial customers, allowing them to

receive  detailed  information
aboul each healih plan and sign
up rght away.

“We help our community fe-
ceive free medical ingurance,” ex-
plained Manna Larovskay, a rep-
mesentative of the MNew York
Preshyterian Communily Health
Plan. “We have Lo check thear in-
come to mike sure they're eligi-
ble, depending on the size of the
!::mjj;.' and, if we se¢ that they
are, we help them Gl ot the ap-
plications.”

Marina Yankelevich, manager

of the Russian program al the
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Tiger lntcmatioual Martlal Artz Center and I.‘:nﬂ:-al Samha Center took part In annoal faeral In Asser Levy Park Iast week.

Visiting Nurse Service of New
York, emphasized that the focus
of ils assisfance program i€ on
elderly Russian-Amencns.

“We realize how hard it is for
[senior citizens], many of whom
don’t speak English and don't un-
derstand the American medical
syitem — that's why we have
Russian-speaking nurses, physi-
cal theraplsts and home-care spe-
cialisis,” said Yankelevich.

One of the most popular spofs
in the park was the tent of
Columbus Medical Institute of
Mew York, which offered health-
conscious  [estoenl-goers «
unique computer presentation of
cutting-edge medical technolo-
gx including three-dimensional

virual colonoscopies and heart
SCANS.

“We demonstrate the capabili-
ties of modern medicine, particu-
|;|1']:r pm‘cmi\'r‘ medicine  and
early diegnosis prior to the ap-
pearance of the first symptoms
of an |lness” sald Leo Futer-
man, executive director of Co-
hambazs Medical. I can pnrhihl_'.'
say that for more than a year,
we've been the best-equipped fa-
cility in the world.®

In addition, all the guests of
the health and sports fair had
the opponunity to get a free podi-
alry checkup and blood-pressure
testing performed by nurses at
the mobile clinic of Conay lsland
Hospital, which was p'-ﬁcrd hy

the central Liwn throughout the
day

Sunday's event, howeves, was
not all about serious healih con-
cerns and medical screenings —
there was planty of time left fora
loud and colorful celshration of
life and culture, complete with
ethoic foods, dances, musical
numbers,  athletic  showeases
and elowns. lnshort, the fair hid
something special for everyone,
from toddiers to retiress.

Several youth dance studios,
including  the sward-winning
Rukharian ensemble Malika and
the Shestakevich School of
Music, Art and Dance, enter-
tainad the crowd with traditionsl
folk dances and musical exirava-

Enzas that featured talented
ids of all apes.

“The children live n... me
stzga; they want (o show
what they've lezrned and 5 ﬂ'u:n.k
it's m great pleasure for the chil-
dren and for the p-ecspl.e wlio
watch them perdorm,” said
Angela Hirshon, head of the Bus-
sinn Dance Academy.

One of the highlghts ﬂtﬂu‘
da;r Was @ Surprise npp-emnct
by Borough President Mary
Warkowitz, a longtime supporter
of the locl Russian commumits

*T'm here because Russians
are very important to Bmelr.lgm
and MNow ‘I’-::-m_ said Markowitz

“Brooklyn is the Russian-
American capital of America
and an evend like thiz reinforces
that truth.”

riyelmilenawe. cora
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armbversary of the Hungarsian resoly-
tion Bpanst Soiot dominetion.

Although the Kiev Slop was never
offcially announced, U.S, oficials had
discussed il &nd Whits House spokes-
e Tomy Srow said thal Bush would
be going there &t a later date. “We
just postponed the tip. There will be
a [Ukreinz] trip, but we're g2ing 10 g2
o Budapest,” Snow said.

Race attacks probed

& United Mations hae

The presence of foregn oons
must be aoeroved by Uhe assemhly,
embeoiled since a March electon in
tattks Batwesn Dickering Poaral paries
on foeming & new coalition @overm-
mant

| Ukraine prez rapped

HIEW, Ukralne — Uiraine’s main
oppasition party, which is sympsathetic
to Russis, sadd pro-Westarn Presadent

Vigtor Yushochenko was plunging the
counlry mto chizos by seeking NATO
mermibership In the lace
of public resistance

Oificials armounced  §
they had to postpone the
“Taght Kol 20067 i
cises with Britain, one of a serles of

“\Wraine’s staehood s undsr
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Bush to visit Hungary

rmiEll DUl noesy prolests mear £if for canlempararny i
a2 b s |I WASHINGTON — Fresident Bush R
e 1 | anather &x Fraalving (] B — o (gt |l:ll'| !I-"'I'||:||:-' chian
# \. measﬁd Bﬂ"us-hmge resandsts in Buss isiing! has dropped te g plans 1o wisit and e imicderance, will mest
Includes 4 ($10) Maich Plays and a Free Buffet | Crimen — have undedined how dni- Wkraine this month and willinstead  officials and activis1 groups in
Lirsit v Bvss. Package per person, Bt be 21 e or ok e WA TPt ey o TR ""S‘t" ——*“*m‘* and-Setetersto———

S o e



