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Movers & Shakers

Behind any great community, there are exceptional people. Here’s a sampling
of Russian-speaking New Yorkers who have made a difference

Barinag Kowvalyow & Rina Kirshiner
Maotber-Daughter Powerhouse

Ionna Kowvalyoy and her dawghier,
2 Karg a5 the markaling, pub-
lic relstions and r duo of 1hs
Mussiar-Amencan ATs Foundation,

B EnOfMmous stndas in

. Thay helpad
t MYANA Festhal sw

! the pivotal event of
an Henfage Week
other projects have
an Mew Year Gala
usic Hall, the exhibi-
of the Last Russian
7 G CHSEN o by
artisans of the Russian Empire, pre
1917, and the Moscow Arts Festiva
on Broadwiy, for which they won a
Deama Deshk Award for producing.
Working togethar came neturzliy.
Kirshner studied malti-nationsl man
3_=_,E ment and :i'ltErI"i'I;:l!:l.i,Lr rC.ﬂ".,!l:InS
t the Wharon B 55 Schpol.
"My msther is an entreprenuss,” she
F¥ys, Tl always knew | would be ren-
ning my Swn Dusiness, Bul, | knew |
could only gel a certain set of skiflls
by giang to school.®
Hovakooy's skills ware more self
emigrated in 1979 fren
£ willh her desghler and
sanls. Her first prosity was (o
the [anguage
She dalights in telling & slory, which
uced her to Russian oo
Ha 0 her o helo
&l New immcgrints Yule |owas
In English class, my grancmoiher vis-
iled the local synagogue in Jackson
Heights,” [LH “Grandmother

I a lamily would
b our apariment. When
i bregatiful rug armived,

us to their homa in Grest
Mack. During cur vsil, my grandfather,
& farmer concert pianist, set a1t our

hast's plano and basically gave a
grand performanca. A k later (his
generocus family presemsd grandfa-
ther with & Yamaha grand plano.”

Fovalyey believes the gift added 10
vEars o her grandfather's [ife.

The gift also rooted & gensrous
spifit within Rer which prompted her
participalion in the UJA™S Russian
Dwvision and the Shorefiont Y. *These
adirgclly help other Russian immi
grants getting started in Mew York,”
she nol

Her office on Madison Avenue
cverfllows with mementos and
awards, Russian nesting dolls and
icons, a roindax 5p ng with nwm-
bers spanning the globs, photo
graphs with former Mayor Giulian
Bl other dignitanes, end Tamily
photos of her daughlor's weoding
and of ner new grandson.

*I met my future husband [Ricky
Kirshiner] at Radio Cily Music Hall,”
Fina says. “He was producing the
Tony Reards, my mother and | were
producing & Russian pala. First
we had ¢ work out a scheduling
conflict betwsan the ftwa events,
and soon thersalter, we workad
gt details of our wedding at the
Hudgon Theater., "

Since then she has partnered with
ner huesband on events, mngng from
tne Muscular Dystrophy Talethon,
to the: Teamstars Convention in Las
Vegas, 1o the apening of the St
& Children’s Research Hospital
in Memphis. "I have the world™s pwo
best tezchers 21 wark:
mry husband,” she says

—Manessa Baran
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