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RUSSIAN BEAT

Pop’s hottest
hit Radio City

By TODD HOLLINGSHEAD

DALY HEWS WRITEF

Ever heard of Alsu? You
should have — she’'s as big as
Britney Spears and Christina
Aguilera. How about Philip
Kirkorov, Tea for Two or
Smash? They're just as big in
the pop world — in Russia, that
is.

These Russian pop arlists are among
the top contendears in Russia's version of
the Grammys, and they're coming (o
Mesw York City next month,

On June 11, these four plus other
ETOURS the bigpest names in Russinn
pop music, selected by fans across Russia
— will perform at Radio City Music Hall
to kick off Russian Heritage Week. The
arlists were chosen during the Golden
Gramophone Awards ceremony last De-
cember in the Kremlin Palace.

Headlining the cast is pop sensation
Alsu, whose music has become 50 popu-
lar among Russian youth that a single
name is all she needs — just Tlike Britney
or Beyoncé.

Rina Kirshner, vice president of the
Russian American Arts Foundation, is
promoting the specinl Russian Music
Awards Gala Concert and says it will be a
“hupge event” for the Russian population,

She also expects the show, with tickets
ranging [rom 350 to $250, to sell out,

“In Russia, there's really only one main-
stream flow, and it's pop, R&R, rap and
rock are all underground,” Kirshner said.
“It's not only the young people, too, You
have the older generation, those in their
A0s and their 405, People from 10 years
old to 80 years old like pop music.”

Oksana Arkhipova, head of the interna-
tional department of the Russian Media
Group, said she hopes the performance
will become a tradition.

“We're hoping that this will be the first
of many more 1o come,” Arkhipova said.
“We expect 1o do it next year and the year
after that.”

In the meantime, the featured arists
are building impressive resumes in and
oul of Kussia,

GOLDEN BOY Pop star Philip Kirkorov is one of superstars of Russian pop who will perform with Golden Gramophone

Awards winners at Radio City to kick off Russian Heritage Month, June 11 event should be sellout, organizer says.

Heartthrob Philip Kirkorov has per-
formed all over the world, Kirshner said,
and is as big as they get in Russia.

Alsu, who has recorded tracks in Rus-
sion and English, recently teamed up
with American hip-hop talent Usher in
the studio.

Some of the other artists among the 12
have signed major contracts with labels
sueh as Universal,

Arkhipova said she hopes more Rus-
sinn performers, like Alsu, will riecord
with American performers to better pro-
maote their music internationally.

Though the performance will be more
of a “small concent version™ as Kirshner

calls i, it will also be a leading event for
the Russian musical movement.

The Daily News, along with the Rus-
ginn American Arl Foundation, is present-
inge the concert as part of event-lilled Hus-
gian Heritage Weelk,

“We're happy 10 bring to New York the
great talent from Russia,” said John
Campd, viee president of promotions and
community affairs for The News. "It is
the premier event, and it is kicking off
the week of events.”

The Golden Gramophone Awards were
created aighl vears ago by Russian Radio,
the largest radio station in the country,
covering 950 cities and with 20 million lis-
leners,

Throughoul the vear, listeners call in
with requests to hear a particular group.
At the end of the yvear, Russian Radio tal-
lies the reguests, and the most pepular
performers win the Gramophone awards.

Beginning last year, the Russian Media
Group also produced a live weekly TV
show, featuring different performers. As
with *American [dol,” viewers could call
in and vole for their favorite performers.

Other winning performers slated (o per-
form in next month's concert include
Anastasia Stotskaya, Blestyaschye, Boris
Moiseey, Verka sendyuchka, Guests from
the Tuture, Kristina Orbakayte and
Mepara.
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President prevails

BATUMI, Georgia — Georgian
President Mikhail Saakashvili toolk
charge af the Adzhara region Thurs
davy and secured its valuable port just
hours after forcing
s breakaway
leader, Aslan Abash
idze, o flea into
cxile.

Saakashel flew
into tha regional
capital of Batumi the moming after
opposilion rallies and weeks of
increasing pressure on Abashides,
The 37 yearold LS trainad lvayer
strode down palmelined streats W a
chorus of greetings.

HO

“Misha, we love you!” shouted
supporters who crowded argund him.
Consumer prices go up

MOSCOW Russian consumor

ices rose 1% in April comparéd 1o

0.8% in March, as
uities boosted ticket
pricas for trams,

| subways and buses,
and fuel cosls
increasead, 1he
Foderal Service for
State Statistics said.

On Apnl 1, prices 100 rams, buses
and the underground metro system in
Moscow and other clties ware raised.
A trip on the Moscow metio now
costs 10 rubles (35 cents), up from

T, while a ticket on a Moscow tram
cos1s 15 rubles, up from 10 rubles

Leader assassinated

BISHREK, Kyrgyzstan
shot dead Kyrgyzstan's anti-corr
tion chiel ag he drove through the
conter of the Cantral Asian statoe's
capital, Bishkehk, police Sail on
Thursday,

Colona| Chwnvbeak Alivew, 43, was
killed on Wednaesday evening in what
his colleagues at the Interior Ministny
called a declaration of war on the
ministry by criminals

Aliyev headad a division that inves

andl organized
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