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A reel treat for moviegoers

Russian film week a hit

FIRST THERE WAS Hollywood, then there was Bolly-
wood and last week, the best of new Russian cinema was
presented in New York during the fifth annual Russian

Film Week.

Ten directors showcased their
new films to the delight of Russian
Mew Yorker audiences and Amern-
can subtitles lovers, whao llocked to
the Directors Guild of America and
kent Theaters o see whal's new in
Russian film, literally.

From family comedy to post
World War 11 drama, the 10 movies
allracted thousands of viewers,
whose moviegoing experience was
enhanced by the presence of the di-
rectors who had traveled to New
York to present their works and an-
swer gquestions from the audience.

“We came to hear from yvou!”
shouled one audience memboer Lo
the director of “Dreaming of
Space," Alexei Uchitel, who trav-
eled from Moscow and was atl the
sereening of his film,

“And 1 care what you think of my
film,” responded Uchitel, who then
treated the audience to a bit of in-
side infermation. “When you watch
the movie, remember, everything is
real, When o character is hit during
a boxing malch scene, trust me, it
hurt him very much every time he
fell. And when the characters
swim, the water is very, very cold —
8 degrees [on the Celsius scale, 46
degrees Farenheit].”

Uchitel's film, a story of premoni-
ton of the new, the unattainable
and the forbidden takes place in
1957 and focuses on two men and
two women, each with his or her
own unigue dreams and desires.

But it is foremost the story of the
main character, Gherman, who
dreams of going abroad but tells ev-
aeryone he is planning lo go into
space. Ironically, the first is more
unattainable than the latter.

“There are no Russian, German
or American movies — there’s only
good or bad movies,” said Uchitel,
54, whose piclure, "His Wile's
Driary,” was nominated for an Oscar
in the best loreign-language movie
category in 2000.

“You know the places where the
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audience is supposed 1o sigh or
laugh, and those moments are most-
Iy the same evervwhere,” he said.

While the directors scanned the
viewers' [aces for reaction 1o (hair
films, moviegoers marveled at the
rabirth of the Russian cinema tradi-
fion,

I've lived in MNew York for 13
yvears, and for 10 years, 1 didn't
wilch any new Russian movies.
And now T started walching again,”

said Maring Galzidorskaia, 35, of

Bay Ridge.

“My favorites this week were
‘Dreaming of Spoce” and 'l
cape,’ " said Gaizidorskaia, an ac-
tress hersell, “They reminded me of
the old Russian films T know and
love.™

She was but one of thousands of
Russian New Yorkers who, for the
week, traded in Steven Spielbery
for the likes of Uchitel and teok to
the theaters for o taste of the old
through the new.

But the [lm week was as much a
treat for the honored guests from
Russin ng it was Tor local audiences,

“T love coming to MNew York”
Uchitel soid, "Ewery streelcorner
you turn, you discover something
new.,” )

This vear's film weelk, which was
co-organized by the Russian-Ameri-
can  Arts Foundation and  the
Movoye Russhkoye Slovo Publishing
Corporation, may be over, but its re-
turn is alraady highly anticipated
by viewers and filmmakers alike.
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former mates here.” said Sergey
Lararuk, head of the cinematogra-
phy department of the Federal
Agrency Tor Culture and Cinematog-
raphy. “Russian film has to exist
here, in Mew York — and thanks to
this week, it does.”
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MOSCOW — Mikhail Khodorkausky,
the jJailed Russian billicnaire who last
wiook was raparted to be in prigon
camp in the Volga region of Saratoy,
is now in a Sibenan labor camp near

_I
1 Tycoon in Siberian camp  prowing coruption and improve its

judiciary, Werld Bank chief Paul Wol-
fawitz soid on Thursday alter mooting
Russian President Viadimir Pulin,
“Thiere are many challenges stll
here and corruption is on the top of

the list and, unfortunate-

the Mongolian border, a
6 ly, it seems 1o be grovw-
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Yukos Ol Co. chiet
executive said,

Khodorkovsky, 42,
ance Husaia's richest man, with a
fortune of $15 billion, will serve the
remainder of his eightyear sentence
al a penal colony in Chita, 3,750
miles from Moscow, according to the
laeyer, Genrikh Padva.

World Bank plea
MOSCOW — Russia must light

HOME

Wolfowitz tald reporiers
during his fiest visit to
Russzia as the World Bank president,

In his policy spaach i Washinglon
last month, Waolfowitz — the farmar
U5, depuly defense secretary — said
the bank would promale anli-Corrup
tion measures, accountabilily, good
povernance, education, heallh, infra
structure and agnculiure,

Transparenay Intemational’s 2005
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Russian director Alexei Uchitel traveled from Moscow for last week's festival and the
screening of his film, “Dreaming of Space; at DGA Theater on W. 57th 5t.

Cormuption Perceptions Index ranked
Russia joint 1261h an its list of the
cleanest countries, an the same level
as Sierra Leons, Niger and Albania,
and down Tram 20th in 2004,

Prison riot

MOSCOW — A member of the
Hyrgyz parliament was amaong (o
peaple 1aken hostage and killed by
inimates during an inspection of ¢
wisan camp naar the capital, Bish
karle, RIA Movostl news service rapor-
al, citing the Intaror Ministry

Tymychbek Akmathayey, president
of the parliamentary commission on
law and order, was murdered Thurs
day when inmates began to riol duning
iz wisit 1o the camp at the village of
Moldavanovlia, Novosti said,



