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PEWHIAT P

MARINA KOVALY OV
Founder and president of the Huzsian American
Arts- Foundation, 2 not- f“-'—|:: ofit orgari ga icn

that SPONSOrs 1h— amnual Rossian Heritage Week
celebration in June. Honored by the Mayar's O4F-
fice of Immigrant 'J.”a rs dus 'rlng Immigrant Histo-
ry Week 4'305 .-wr- 1|J. Ca- frJncE' 'nd i
pre
relat "|5- "rI:I miarketi 'lg :g—h’.r:. s
the Kussian-American community.
the board of directors of the Coun

|,I-= Community O E.:.‘u?.: 5 and of the
front ¥ A-YWHA in Coney lsland.

BIOGRAFHY

WNative of St I'E'l.e!‘ﬂblttg. Bugsia, where she was
an art historian and museum curator before mov-
ing o New York City 25 years ago. Her first job
Wik an assistant curator at the Brooklyn Mussum.
Later received 3 master's degroe in politleal s0i-
encs from Hunter College. Founded the Russian
American Arts Found=ation 12 FEATE AR Lives on
Manhattan's East Side. Be-married thres years
ago and has one daughter.

PROUD OF

“Three years SR together with the Daily News
and the mayor's effics, the foundation started the
first annual Russian Haritage Week. It is a very
special celebration that takes place maostly in
Brooklyn, but brings ﬁc-:rp'l.c together from all
over the ity becauge the Russinn-speaking com-
munity is so spread out now. This i a large event
that starts in June and one of the highlights iz a
buge festival on June 5, at Asser Levy Park, off
DOcean Parfoway at Seabresre Avenue There will
be Russian food and entertainment for adults as
well as childrem Last year, we had 30,000 that
came from all over the city to join ve and cele-
brate Huselin art and culture™

COMMITMENT

“I feel 20 fortunate, When I laft Rusgia, it was real-
Iy an escape, becayse that was the way bt was ai
tha time. So I was really thankful, and I continye
to be thankful, to this wonderful land, For me, it's
not just a phrase; it's a fact of life. T was sble to
come to the coustry whate | kngéw no'one and go
on to achieve things that werent even in my
dreams, ['was able to pravide for my d”'flh“" in-
clizding the best education. Wa were the first gen-
eration of newcomers from Russia, and to be able
to accomplish what we have says a Jot abouwt what
opportunstics were gvailable to us here”

FOCUS |

“T'o s2¢ that the [Russian American Arts] founda-
tion contimaes to reach out to more and mors peo-
ple. . . and the fact that the mayor's office recop-
nized me i3 a reflection of the entire Russian-
American corununity. We should all be proed of
what we have been able to accomplish in this

country.”
— SHEILA MCEENMHA




